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Curriculum Intent 

By the end of year 11, those who opt to study GCSE music will become good musicians who can perform successfully in front of an audience and for recording 

purposes. Students will successfully be able to compose music fit for an intended purpose, which might be a pop song for a school show or a score for a short 
film. They will have a good knowledge of music theory and the elements of music to effectively appraise different musical works. 

How does the KS4 curriculum build on that from KS3? 

By the end of KS3 students should know how to read treble and bass clef, as well has having a basic understanding of the elements of music. The 
curriculum at KS4 continues to teach music notation but at a higher level, developing a better understanding of the logistics of the musical stave and 

exploring how versatile it can be. The elements of music are explored in much more detail and depth. Students will take their prior knowledge of: melody, 
tempo, texture, sonority, dynamics, metre, form and structure, tonality and harmony, and push the boundaries of compositional norms to create 
outstanding pieces of music. They will also use this consolidated knowledge of the elements of music to listen to works of the great composers to 

understand how they created influential and iconic sounds. 

What do students do with this knowledge or these skills? 

Over time, students will gain the following capabilities: 
 

• engage actively in the process of music study 
 • develop performing skills individually and in groups to communicate musically with fluency and control of the resources used 

 • develop composing skills to organise musical ideas and make use of appropriate resources  
• recognise links between the integrated activities of performing, composing and appraising and how this informs the development of music  

• broaden musical experience and interests, develop imagination and foster creativity  
• develop knowledge, understanding and skills needed to communicate effectively as musicians  

• develop awareness of a variety of instruments, styles and approaches to performing and composing  
• develop awareness of music technologies and their use in the creation and presentation of music  

• recognise contrasting genres, styles and traditions of music, and develop some awareness of musical chronology  
• develop as effective and independent learners with enquiring minds  

• reflect upon and evaluate their own and others’ music  
• engage with and appreciate the diverse heritage of music, in order to promote personal, social, intellectual and cultural development. 



 

How does the KS4 curriculum align to the National Curriculum? 

 
Students are able to continue to develop their skills through performing, composing and appraising and see the connections between these three pillars. 

Students will develop their performing and composing abilities and can communicate effectively using music. Students will also develop awareness of music 
technologies and how they are used in the creation and presentation of music. They will develop as independent learners with enquiring minds as well as 
working with others to improve social skills. Students also have the opportunity to engage with and appreciate the diverse heritage of music, in order to 

promote personal social, intellectual and cultural development. This all builds upon the framework of the aims and outcomes of KS3 music. 
 

What new knowledge or skills are students taught? 

Term Year 10 Year 11 

Autumn 

• MAD T-SHIRTT 
▪ Recapping notation, note values 

▪ repetition, contrast, sequence, ostinato, dotted rhythms, conjunct and 
disjunct movement, broken chord/arpeggio, melodic and rhythmic 

motifs, simple chord progressions 
▪ Appraising using the elements of music. 

▪ Performing using the elements of music. 
▪ Basic composition and using ICT. 

 

• MUSICAL FORMS AND DEVICES 
▪ binary, ternary and rondo forms  
▪ repetition, contrast, sequence, ostinato, dotted rhythms, conjunct and 

disjunct movement, broken chord/arpeggio, melodic and rhythmic 

motifs, simple chord progressions 
▪ Recognition of key features of Baroque, Classical and Romantic eras.  

▪ Composition using harmony techniques from each musical era. 
 

 
 

• MUSICAL FORMS AND DEVICES 
▪ Badinerie by Bach 

▪ Strophic, theme and variation form. 
▪ Recognition of Baroque, Classical and Romantic eras. 

▪ repetition, contrast, sequence, ostinato, dotted rhythms, conjunct 
and disjunct movement, broken chord/arpeggio, melodic and 

rhythmic motifs, chord progressions and cadences. 
 

• POPULAR MUSIC 
▪ Bhangra, fusion 

▪ Recording techniques, distortion, loops, sampling, panning.  
▪ Africa Revision 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Spring 

• POPULAR MUSIC 
▪ Genres of rock, pop, blues and jazz 
▪ strophic form, 32 bar song form, verse, chorus, middle 8, riffs, bridge, 

fill, break, intros and outros, backing tracks, improvisation 

▪ ‘Pop song’ chord progression, power chords, driving rhythms, 
syncopation. 

▪ Composing to help realise the relationship between chords and 
melody.  

▪ Using the elements of music for appraising.  
▪ Set work: Africa by Toto 

• FILM MUSIC 
▪ Special effects, extreme dynamics and tempi, varying time signatures, 

other minimalistic techniques, chromatic and extended harmonies, 
use of pattern-work, sustained notes and polyphonic textures to vary 
the textures 

▪ Appraising skills to evaluate film music.  

 
 

 
 



 

Summer 

• MUSIC FOR ENSEMBLE 
▪ Performing in smaller ensembles; (e.g. chamber music, jazz, musical 

theatre etc.) as suited to learner interests (cover other topics in year 

11).  
▪ Composing using texture and sonority (chords and melody)  

▪ Monophonic, homophonic, unison, polyphonic, 2-,3- and 4-part texture, 
chordal and countermelody. 

▪ Sonority and voice types 
▪ Dissonance, intervals, scales (major, minor, pentatonic and chromatic) 

▪ Free Composition 

• REVISION 
▪ Listening practice and final examination.  
▪ Ensure the specification content is fully covered 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Rationale 
for this 

sequencing 

Beginning Year 10 with the study of ‘MAD TSHIRTT’ ensures that the basics of music theory and composition taught in KS3 are consolidated and then 

extended. Exploring traditional Western musical works in ‘Musical Forms and Devices’, gives students a good understanding of classical music. This is 
important in ensuring the development of music is made evident to students as greats such as Bach and Beethoven were influential in establishing the 
way music is viewed today. Following this, ‘Popular Music’ starts introducing new styles and new compositional devices. Likewise, ‘Music for Ensemble’ 

allows knowledge to be broader and deeper. Music for ensemble also means that many styles of music can be studied with reflective comparison on 
previous topics. The sequencing of Year 11 helps to strengthen understanding of the work studied in Year 10. It also introduces film music which neatly 
ties together the students learning of western classical ‘Forms and Devices’ with ‘Popular Music’ and ‘Music for Ensemble. This sequencing means that 
both performance and composition coursework are well back-up with thorough understanding of musical devices.  

 

Additional support at home 

Additional reading 
for enjoyment, 

enhancement and extension 

• History of Rock Music 

• Big Bangs: The Story of Five Discoveries That Changed Musical History 

• Muscial Truths 

• Good Vibrations: History of Record Production 

• Year of Wonder: Classical Music for Every Day 
• 50 Rappers Who Changed the World 

Online resources 
to practice, consolidate and 

revise  

• Ear Training 

• Music Theory Online 
• Inside the Orchestra 
• Classical Music Games 

• Chrome Music Lab 
• Vista Music - Area of Study Playlists 

Workbooks & revision 
guides 

to practice, consolidate and 
revise 

• Eduqas Student Revision Book 

• Rock your GCSE 

• Course guide 

• Theory Practice 

• Appraising Practice 
 

https://www.wob.com/en-gb/books/graham-wade/concise-history-of-rock-music/9780786666430?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwvvmzBhA2EiwAtHVrb0MpcTtzGvJmcbv0O0AH_Fmp-kVYDWa4npbtF8dHGunqq7vvYG9_zxoCCr0QAvD_BwE#GOR004365346
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Big-Bangs-Five-Musical-Revolutions/dp/0099283549/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2CYSZE163D0UR&keywords=big+bangs+howard+goodall&qid=1705920557&s=books&sprefix=Big+Bangs%2Cstripbooks%2C110&sr=1-1
https://www.jeffreyboakye.com/musical-truth
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Good-Vibrations-History-Production-Sanctuary/dp/1860742424/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1A905JIYXJNJZ&keywords=Good+vibrations+Mark+Cunningham&qid=1705919449&s=books&sprefix=good+vibrations+mark+cunningham%2Cstripbooks%2C81&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/YEAR-WONDER-Classical-Music-Every/dp/1472252306/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2WLX9Q3E9E9S1&keywords=A+Year+of+Wonder&qid=1705919685&s=books&sprefix=a+year+of+wonder%2Cstripbooks%2C90&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Rappers-Who-Changed-World-celebration/dp/1784883387#:~:text=From%20the%20Back%20Cover&text=the%20present%20day.-,From%20groundbreaking%20groups%20like%20Grandmaster%20Flash%20and%20The%20Furious%20Five,for%20anyone%20who%20loves%20rap.
https://www.teoria.com/en/exercises/
https://www.musicca.com/
https://insidetheorchestra.org/musical-games/
https://www.classicsforkids.com/music-games/
https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEUx9RtA3XBSUta8hWON5FA
https://www.whsmith.co.uk/products/wjeceduqas-gcse-music-revision-guide--revised-edition/jan-richards/paperback/9781912820788.html
https://www.musicroom.com/rhinegold-education-rock-your-gcse-music-student-handbook-musrhg530?glid=gb&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=exam_material_shopping&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwvvmzBhA2EiwAtHVrb-UDPyl6QSwqAVE0uBpZcFOKvuJ9CpVBx3tyKrw11Url9UgYCXtCnRoCaU0QAvD_BwE
https://www.illuminatepublishing.com/product/wjec-eduqas-gcse-music-student-book-revised-edition
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Discovering-Music-Theory-Workbook-workbooks/dp/1786013479
https://www.amazon.co.uk/WJEC-Eduqas-Music-Listening-Tests/dp/1785582143/ref=asc_df_1785582143/?tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=696450770345&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=9429516684220188868&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1006598&hvtargid=pla-553536553656&psc=1&mcid=69cc3ae1194733109d730169e4ec5652&th=1&psc=1&gad_source=1

