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VISTA KS3 Curriculum Overview: Music

Curriculum Intent

At Vista, our music curriculum is designed to provide a comprehensive and engaging musical education for all students. Our intent is to foster
a lifelong appreciation and understanding of music while developing students’ skills, encouraging their creativity and fostering their confidence
as musicians, to ensure that every student is a musician. We want to broaden students’ musical horizons by introducing them to a wide range
of musical styles and traditions. We aim to develop musical skills by providing many opportunities to perform and compose and foster aural
skills through listening and musical analysis. All tasks will endeavour to develop and expand students’” musical literacy. Most of all, we aspire
to encourage creativity and expression through the many different performing, composing and appraising opportunities. We want to inspire
students to cultivate their creative side and actively engage with a variety of composing and performing elements. The curriculum intent is
designed to guide our teaching and learning activities, ensuring that all students have the opportunity to develop their musical abilities,
appreciation, and identity as musicians.

How does the KS3 curriculum build on that from KS2?

It is often the case that the music education at KS2 can vary widely from school to school, and we must be careful to not assume that the KS2
Music curriculum has been effectively delivered. The first term of year 7 allows for this and sets two baseline projects that students complete.
From here all years develop their performance, composition and appraising skills each year, by looking at things in different contexts and
genres/styles/traditions.

The KS2 curriculum builds on performing, composing and listening skills explored in KS1, which develops the foundations of KS3 knowledge.
In KS3 we develop their skills, procedural knowledge and aural skills beyond what is explored in KS2.

What do students do with this knowledge or these skills?

We are looking at students being able to develop knowledge and skills in the three pillars of musical education — performance, composition and
appraising. Over time students should be able to:
e perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great
composers and musicians.
e |earn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others,




e have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument,
e use technology appropriately
e have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence.
e understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration,
dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations.

How does the KS3 curriculum align to the National Curriculum?

All of the National Curriculum areas are covered in our curriculum intent through the choice of units and planning for the progression of
knowledge and skills throughout this. Through our curriculum and the resources we have available at the school, this ensures that students
are given the opportunity to explore a wide range of musical genres and to experiment and compose with a variety of musical instruments.
We have ensured that in line with the Ofsted research review, the core content and skills outlined in our curriculum is not too broad, and thus
enables students to make outstanding progress across KS3. We also go beyond the NC in enabling students to use technical vocabulary
(MADTSHIRTT) confidently and fluently to describe music. Furthermore, each topic offered includes a range of activities centred around
meeting the same learning objectives. Challenge is centred around a range of assessment options which are at different levels of difficulty. For
example, in a keyboard lesson, students’ progress is continually assessed, and feedback given to enable them to further their knowledge and
skills. In a composition project, the sky is the limit — students are encouraged to be creative, thoughtful, practising musicians. Each topic is
adaptable to meet the needs of every student in the music room to ensure all students at KS3 have access to the same curriculum, knowledge
and skills development.

What new knowledge or skills are students taught?

Term Year 7 Year 8 Year 9

. Rhythm, Pulse and Pitch — In this term, | e  Folk Music - Year 8 sees the e Video Game Music — Students will
students will consolidate their exploration of different types of Folk analyse the features of video game
knowledge of rhythm pulse and pitch Music, with a focus on Blues music in music and how composers use the
to work towards mastery. This term the United States and Sea Shanties. elements of music to create mood,

Autumn focuses on building the skills needed Students will gain an insight into these tension, and atmosphere. Students will

for the rest of year 7, 8 and 9. Students musics and their key features while still learn about leitmotifs, background
will be music making, appraising and developing their music theory loops, and how tempo, texture, and
composing throughout the term using knowledge and composition and instrumentation affect the emotional
their voice and various instruments. performance skills. impact of music in games. They will also




learn to perform famous video game
themes and compose their own
soundtrack using BandLab. Students
will develop their understanding of
musical elements, structure, and digital
composition techniques.

Keyboard Skills - In this term, students
will learn the basics of the keyboard
such as playing with the right hand,
adding in the left hand, and hand
position at the keyboard. Traditional

Musical Eras - Students will explore
different musical eras, from Western
Art music eras to popular music
decades. Performing will be the main
aim of this module, drawing on the

World Music — Looking at music from
different locations around the world
and learning how to perform using
different instruments to create a world
music performance as a whole class

Spring notation will be looked at gaining an learning from the previous term and ensemble. Students will continuously
understanding of the treble clef. year 7 to perform as a whole class refer back to rhythm patterns and

Composition using note ensemble. Students will explore treble note reading.

values/durations will also be drawn on composing using different

with work to pitch it using the treble compositional techniques from several

clef. different areas.

e  Ensembles— Students will explore . .
different ensembles and the «  World Rhythms — Students will e  Popular Ml'JSIC —Inthe fl'nal term,
instruments that exist within it. explore different rhythmic students will ex.plore various types
Students will develop their patterns from around the world. of popular music. Lo'oklng at
appraising skills as well as use Students will draw on their prior chords a.nd progresspns 'thr(?ugh
notation software to compose knowledge of note duration to perff)rmlng.and culminating in

Summer using different instruments of the play more complicated rhythms writing their own popular song.

orchestra using various prompts.
Students will also learn to perform
using different instruments.

and rhythmic features such as
syncopation, poly rhythms and
crossrhythms. Students will use
their knowledge to create their
own rhythmic composition in their
chosen world style.

Students will use the stylistic
properties of their chosen genre
to compose their own popular
song.

Rationale for this sequencing

The KS3 curriculum is built upon the knowledge and skills that students have acquired from KS2 from the local
primary schools. Each topic in each year builds upon previous knowledge while slowly building skills and musical
knowledge. The reason for sequencing the curriculum in this way is to build students’ confidence as musicians and
show them that everyone is a musician. This is a core tenant of the Vista Music Department. Over the three years,
students will develop their performing, composing and appraising skills.




A:I:;E; ngal e 100 Things to Learn About Music
for enjoyment e 50 Rappers Who Chanqed the World
enhancement a;l dl° Young Person's Guide to Vocal Health
extension e Ukulele for Teens
Online resources | ¢ KS3 BBC Bitesize
to practice, e Teoria Music Theory
consolidate and e Piano Tutorials Youtube
revise e Ukulaliens Ukulele Youtube
Workbooks &
revision guides | e ABRSM Music Theory Grade 1
to practice, e ABRSM Music Theory Grade 2
consolidate and e Online Music Theory Revision
revise



https://www.amazon.co.uk/100-Things-know-about-Music/dp/1474996736/ref=asc_df_1474996736/?tag=googshopuk-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=535049514441&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=15344690282968004122&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9046309&hvtargid=pla-1465519343238&psc=1&mcid=4ef28cae65fd3ca693fadf4e47a20e3a&th=1&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Rappers-Who-Changed-World-celebration/dp/1784883387#:~:text=From%20the%20Back%20Cover&text=the%20present%20day.-,From%20groundbreaking%20groups%20like%20Grandmaster%20Flash%20and%20The%20Furious%20Five,for%20anyone%20who%20loves%20rap.
https://www.comptonpublishing.co.uk/a-young-person’s-guide-to-vocal-health.php
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Hal-Leonard-Ukulele-Teens-Method/dp/1540088006/ref=sr_1_2?crid=3GOPWQ4F4YI2C&keywords=Ukulele+for+Teens&qid=1705923355&s=books&sprefix=ukulele+for+teens%2Cstripbooks%2C97&sr=1-2
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82
https://www.teoria.com/
https://www.youtube.com/@PHianonize
https://www.youtube.com/@Ukulaliens
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Discovering-Music-Theory-Workbook-workbooks/dp/1786013452/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3EO7ATM5I69TJ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.fqNbSbNPmVl9h0LdYoVjKj5TxkQDYKbKK9aabyqQ08UFDwoc8kxkVi5_-vJSL_hpM9dvu7z4kKFaAMum48k5NNTFtw8wLb9GbUsbxk7KC7itTxijwQzEGZ7sxQ_WxjiUJztwNEpkSaVBhICy1Bx7WnB_KkRS7NndNxIVg1BwidVq_WrIJXIwvm1OiuBq1LUu_1jVQUFGdgZM1EyNGp2Y2w.GD7jXVYwPQ19fSFIB9DsT4Z9XQOdJeCFjo3hDPY6Yc8&dib_tag=se&keywords=abrsm+music+theory+grade+1&qid=1725036163&sprefix=abrsm+music%2Caps%2C93&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Discovering-Music-Theory-Workbook-workbooks/dp/1786013460/ref=pd_bxgy_d_sccl_1/259-0972914-1703920?pd_rd_w=Ejtth&content-id=amzn1.sym.a08eede5-3393-433c-bbdb-c853fc4fd321&pf_rd_p=a08eede5-3393-433c-bbdb-c853fc4fd321&pf_rd_r=XYY4ZMATK1WCAHNGHP2F&pd_rd_wg=PeL7w&pd_rd_r=76c1905f-4de5-458b-aa30-4800b94edf7d&pd_rd_i=1786013460&psc=1
https://www.musictheory.net/

